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During a July 30 press conference, Panamanian President Guillermo Endara declared that his
government remains committed to securing Panama's inclusion as a member of the Central
American Parliament (Parlamento Centroamericano- PARLACEN). He added that Panama's
participation in PARLACEN would be help assure a more active role for the country in regional
integration efforts. Endara reiterated that the proposal for Panama to join the PARLACEN is
included in a package of constitutional reforms which will be subject to public approval in Nov. 15
plebiscite. Currently, the PARLACEN is comprised of 20 deputies each from Guatemala, El Salvador
and Honduras. Costa Rica's Legislative Assembly has not yet ratified the country's participation in
the regional forum, while Nicaragua has not yet held elections for PARLACEN deputies. (Source:
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 07/30/92)
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